Modification of the atrioventricular node. A new approach to the treatment of supraventricular tachycardias.
Atrioventricular nodal modification appears to be a relatively safe and effective treatment option for patients with refractory AV nodal reentrant tachycardia. Hopefully, the long-term results will be as encouraging as the initial experience. Newer surgical and catheter techniques, together with a better understanding of the mechanisms underlying AV nodal reentrant tachycardia, may lead to improved efficacy and safety. In the future, AV nodal modification may obviate the need for drug therapy in patients with symptomatic AV nodal reentrant tachycardia and be applied to the treatment of other supraventricular tachycardias.